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We, the authorized representatives of the CEFTA Parties, have gathered at the 18™ meeting of the Joint
Committee, held on 2 December 2025 in Pristina.

We recall that this Joint Committee meeting takes place one year after the adoption of the Common
Regional Market Action Plan 2025 to 2028. We underline the central importance of the Action Plan as
the framework that guides and informs CEFTA’s work, ensuring coherent, predictable, and forward-
looking arrangements that support economic growth, improve conditions for businesses, and deliver
tangible benefits to people across CEFTA.

We commend the continued recognition of CEFTA’s role in driving forward and implementing the trade-
related dimensions of the Common Regional Market Action Plan. We reaffirm our unwavering
commitment to the full realization of the 2025-2028 Action Plan, acknowledging its significance in
deepening intra-CEFTA cooperation, promoting greater policy harmonization, and advancing the
region’s progressive alignment with the standards and practices of the European Union.

We recognize the Growth Plans for the Western Balkans and Moldova as strategic frameworks for
accelerating economic convergence with the European Union, emphasizing that their success is
intrinsically linked to the coordinated and effective implementation of the Common Regional Market
which serves as a cornerstone for deeper integration with the EU Single Market.

We welcome the adoption of the Decision on the recognition of the AEO Programmes and commend
the successful validation mission of Bosnia and Herzegovina’s AEO programme as a significant step
toward enhancing trade facilitation and trust among CEFTA Parties and call upon the completion of the
recognition of the remaining AEO Programme.

Recognizing the importance of the free movement of goods, we reaffirm our commitment to the full
implementation of the Green Lanes Roadmap and its accompanying 10 EU-Western Balkans and 6
intra-CEFTA project fiches, which provide a solid foundation for improving infrastructure, procedures,
and inter-agency coordination at crossing points. This initiative will further enhance cooperation, reduce
waiting times, and modernize operations at crossings, thereby facilitating smoother trade flows within
CEFTA and with the European Union. We further commit to aligning procedures at intra-CEFTA
crossing points, including the implementation of soft measures and the optimisation of working hours
among agencies at crossings, as outlined in the respective fiches and reflected in the ongoing
cooperation under the Green Lanes framework. We invite the relevant administrations to advance the
preparation of project documentation for infrastructure and equipment improvements, in close
coordination with the World Bank and with the support of European Commission instruments.



Recognising the importance of road transport connectivity with the European Union, we draw attention
to the practical challenges arising from the application of the Schengen short-stay rule (90 days in any
180-day period) to professional drivers, and we respectfully call on the European Commission to
explore the possibility of a targeted arrangement for professional drivers from CEFTA that supports the
smooth functioning of supply chains and the transport operators and businesses in both the European
Union and CEFTA.

We recognize and welcome the continued efforts to strengthen the free movement of industrial goods
throughout the region, in full alignment with EU best practices. We call upon all Parties to maintain
their proactive and collaborative engagement. Acknowledging the strategic relevance of this initiative
and its coherence with the EU Growth Plans, we express our firm commitment to advancing the
finalization of the Draft Decision on the Recognition of Conformity Assessment Results for Industrial
Products, and effective implementation of the first recognition programme during 2026, with reference
in accordance to respective EU regulatory framework and with respective standards, as a shared priority
for fostering economic integration and regional convergence.

Recognizing the potential of the Market Access Barriers Database (MABD) as an essential tool for
monitoring and advancing the resolution of intra-CEFTA trade-related matters, we welcome the
completion of the technical enhancements, including IT design improvements, updated operational
guidelines, and capacity-building measures to support the effective utilization of the system, developed
with the support of the UNCTAD project.

Recognising the importance of the movement of natural persons for trade in services and the
significance of recognising qualifications for professionals in CEFTA, we call for the swift completion
of internal consultations on the draft Decision on the Removal of the Requirement of Work Permits for
Professional Activities under the Additional Protocol 6 and on the draft Decision on the Disciplines
Establishing a General System for the Recognition of Professional Qualifications.

We commit to swiftly finalizing the technical discussions on the recognition of advanced electronic
signatures and seals and qualified trust services in CEFTA and ensure swift adoption to enable paperless
trade, encourage growth of digital services, and accelerate digital transactions.

We commit to further strengthening interoperability and efficient data exchange through the CEFTA
SEED+ project. We note the pilot implementation of the CEFTA Decision on the establishment of an
electronic system to facilitate risk management in trade in goods and encourage relevant administrations
to ensure appropriate budgetary provisions for the implementation of automatic exchange of data from
inspection reports. We commit to regularly updating CEFTA central databases to ensure transparency
and trade facilitation, in particular CEFTA Central Database on Unsafe and Non-Compliant Products,
CEFTA Authorised Economic Operator (AEO) and Binding Tariff Information (BTI) databases.

We express our strong commitment to advancing digital transformation in trade through the CEFTA
TRACES NT system. We aacknowledge that all CEFTA Parties are now exchanging bilaterally agreed
veterinary certificates through CEFTA TRACES NT and encouraged the remaining CEFTA Parties to
do the same for phytosanitary certificates to ensure full interoperability across CEFTA and further
support the pilot and gradual adoption of fully electronic phytosanitary and veterinary certificates across
CEFTA. We also highlighted the importance of using statistical data extracted from CEFTA TRACES
NT to support evidence-based trade facilitation and policy measures and support the work in this regard.
We welcome the launch of the CEFTA SEED Notification System for phytosanitary measures and
encouraged the finalisation of the regulatory framework for veterinary notifications.

We call on the remaining CEFTA Parties to swiftly complete their internal procedures to allow
Additional Protocol 5 (AP5) and Additional Protocol 6 on Trade in Services (AP6) to enter into force
in all Parties, bringing tangible benefits to businesses across CEFTA.



We welcome the commencement of the ratification, acceptance and approval procedures of the CEFTA
Additional Protocol 7 (AP7) and encourage their swift finalization to ensure timely entry into force. We
reaffirm our commitment to its full implementation as essential to fostering legal certainty, trust, and
effective resolution of trade issues within CEFTA.

We also welcome the support provided by UNCTAD in preparing the documents necessary for the
implementation of AP7 and in contributing to the development of the CEFTA Electronic
Communication System for Dispute Settlement. We underline the importance of establishing this
system to ensure efficient, transparent, and secure proceedings.

We emphasize the importance of swift and full implementation of previously adopted Decisions and
urge the Parties to maintain a high level of engagement in fulfilling commitments under CEFTA and
the Common Regional Market Action Plan. In this regard, we call on the Parties to finalize the
ratification, acceptance, or approval procedures for the JC Decision on Facilitation of Electronic
Commerce, the JC Decision on Facilitating Trade in Services Supplied by Travel Agencies and Tour
Operators, and the JC Decision on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, in order to
enable their full implementation without delay.

While taking note of the fact that the Terms of Reference of the “Working Group on Parcel Delivery
Services” are provided in the Annex to Decision No. 9/2024, we take note that a reference to this
Working Group is missing in Article 1(6) of the above-mentioned Decision along with a reference to
the Annex in Article 3. Given the editorial nature of such corrections, the Joint Committee instructs the
CEFTA Secretariat to make the necessary corrections in Decision No. 9/2024 and publish the corrected
version on the CEFTA website.

Acknowledging the important role of the CEFTA Secretariat, we take note of the consolidated budget
for the CEFTA Secretariat for the year 2026 (human resources, travel, equipment and supplies, local
office, services, clusters, SEED+, indirect costs, reserve) amounting to €4.57 million as submitted by
the Acting Director during the JC of 6 March 2025 and in accordance with Decision 1/2018 on the
Functioning of the Secretariat and Decision 10/2024.

We take note that the co-financed Action Grant supporting the CEFTA Secretariat will be signed by the
Director of the CEFTA Secretariat representing the CEFTA Parties and the European Commission, Unit
DG ENEST B1 Regional Strategy & Investments. The Grant, retroactively effective from st July 2025
and foreseen for 42 months of implementation until 31 December 2028 is amounting to €9.25 million,
with €2.25 million contributed by the CEFTA Parties and €7 million by the European Commission.

In accordance with Decision 2/2019 on the Establishment of a Selection Committee for the recruitment
of staff of the CEFTA Secretariat, other than the Director, the Joint Committee requests that the Director
initiate the selection process for the next intake of staff/experts, in full compliance with the established
procedures.

We welcome the following documents adopted in this meeting:

e Decision of The Joint Committee of the Central European Free Trade Agreement 8 2025
amending Decision 1/2025 on Recognition of the AEO Programmes;

e Decision of The Joint Committee of the Central European Free Trade Agreement 9 2025
amending Decision 1/2015 on the establishment of the CEFTA Bodies;

e Decision of The Joint Committee of the Central European Free Trade Agreement 10_2025 on
Digital Cooperation;

e Recommendation No. 1 2025 of the Joint Committee of the Central European Free Trade
Agreement on the CEFTA Customs Risk Management Strategy 2025-2028.



Adopted in Pristina on 2 December 2025, in the presence of all CEFTA Parties.



