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CEFTA WEEK 2025: Trading Together, Towards Europe

AGENDA

Pristina
1-3 December 2025


Foreword

Organised under the theme Trading Together, Towards Europe, this year’s edition of CEFTA Week focuses on the contribution of CEFTA to competitiveness, digital transformation, and gradual integration into the European Union. It will bring together decision-makers and experts to shape policy discussions on how trade cooperation and market integration under CEFTA can deliver tangible benefits for businesses and citizens while supporting alignment with the EU acquis.
 
During three days, participants will engage in discussions on CEFTA’s evolving role in a changing trade environment, exploring pathways for gradual and functional EU integration and highlighting how CEFTA contributes to the implementation of the Common Regional Market 2025 to 2028 and the EU Growth Plan for the Western Balkans and for Moldova. The programme will feature the main conference on 3 December, complemented by meetings of CEFTA bodies and dedicated side events on 1 and 2 December. Through high-level discussions, technical panels, and exchanges with young people and the private sector, CEFTA Week 2025 will underline CEFTA’s role as a framework for inclusive dialogue and evidence-based policymaking.

Underscoring the political and economic significance of CEFTA cooperation, the high-level dialogue will bring together ministers from CEFTA Parties for an exchange on shared priorities and the path towards deeper economic integration. The discussion will explore CEFTA’s role in fostering economic resilience, competitiveness, and EU convergence in a period of global uncertainty.
 
The discussions will focus on policy areas where CEFTA plays a key role in translating commitments into practical measures. These include trade facilitation and customs modernisation, the development of digital and paperless trade systems, and the establishment of recognition frameworks that enable smoother movement of goods, services, and people, such as the recognition of professional qualifications, trusted operators, and electronic signatures. The programme will also highlight the potentials of enhanced cooperation in areas such as e-commerce, consumer protection, and digital innovation, and provide space to reflect on priorities for implementing the new Common Regional Market Action Plan for 2025 to 2028.
 
CEFTA Week 2025 represents an important moment to take stock of progress, share perspectives, and shape the future direction of trade cooperation within CEFTA. It also marks the conclusion of the CEFTA Chairmanship 2025 and the start of the Chairmanship for 2026, reaffirming the shared commitment of all CEFTA Parties to advance economic integration and to move together towards the EU.
1 DECEMBER 2025


17:30-19:00	From Vision to Action: The CEFTA Path to the EU

Serving as the opening event of CEFTA Week, this conversation between the CEFTA Chair and the Director of the CEFTA Secretariat with students offers a forward-looking reflection on the CEFTA’s path to the EU. The session invites young people to share their visions of the next ten years, discussing how deeper economic integration can accelerate progress towards EU membership and what changes they hope to see for their generation as CEFTA continues to foster economic and social progress along the way.

19:00		Welcome cocktail reception


2 DECEMBER 2025
 

CEFTA Bodies meetings (invitation only)


3 DECEMBER 2025

CEFTA Week 2025 Conference: Trading Together, Towards Europe


9:00-9:30	Welcome and opening remarks

9:30-10:45	CEFTA in a Changing World – What Future for Regional Trade Cooperation?

High-level panel discussion dedicated to exploring the role of CEFTA and regional trade agreements in an era of heightened uncertainty and shifting trade patterns and alliances. The opening session will address how regional trade agreements such as CEFTA contribute to economic resilience, competitiveness, and EU convergence at a time of global volatility. Participants will explore the strategic role of CEFTA within the Common Regional Market 2.0 and its alignment with the EU Growth Plan for the Western Balkans, also taking note of the EU Growth Plan for Moldova. The discussion will highlight key achievements in CEFTA’s regional trade integration, emerging challenges from supply-chain disruptions, geopolitical tensions, and climate-driven trade policies, as well as CEFTA’s contribution to building a predictable and rules-based trade environment grounded in EU standards.


10:45-11:00	Chair-in-Office Handover and Family Photo

A ceremonial handover of Chair-in-Office roles with a handshake by the two ministers. Ministers will formally exchange the role of Chair-in-Office, followed by a family photo with conference participants.

11:15-12:30	Gradual and Functional EU Integration of CEFTA

This moderated session will focus on practical pathways for the CEFTA region’s gradual and functional integration into the EU. Panellists will explore how CEFTA Parties can participate in selected EU programmes, adopt EU standards early, and strengthen cooperation in specific policy areas to achieve tangible benefits for citizens and businesses even before full membership.

The panel will link these steps to the broader EU accession perspective, underlining the economic and political value of closer integration. The discussion will include perspectives from policy makers, the private sector, and experts, providing a forward-looking view on how “access before accession” can translate into real progress.

13:30-14:00	Beyond Digitalisation: AI as a Catalyst for Transformative Trade 
(option 1)	
An inspirational presentation exploring how artificial intelligence is reshaping trade and redefining the way trade systems operate and evolve. It will highlight AI’s potential to optimise customs, streamline procedures, and support evidence-based policymaking for a more resilient and adaptive CEFTA market. The session will show how AI-driven solutions can help CEFTA Parties move beyond traditional trade facilitation towards smarter, data-driven decision-making, fostering more competitive, sustainable, and integrated markets.


13:30-14:00 	Mini Debate: Achieving Single Market-Style Recognition by 2026 
(option 2)
An engaging fast-paced Oxford-style mini debate on whether CEFTA can reach a stage where at least three industrial sectors operate under recognition systems comparable to the EU Single Market by 2026. One side will argue that such progress is achievable and already underway, while the other will take a more cautious view, highlighting the remaining challenges. The discussion will offer a lively exchange of perspectives and encourage the audience to reflect on CEFTA’s ambitions for deeper market integration.


14:00-15:00	Make Trade Easier - Paperless, Faster, Recognised (Trade Facilitation Case Study)

This interactive technical panel will present a practical example of how trade works in practice across CEFTA, tracing the journey of a specific product from one Party to another, showcasing export and import procedures. The session will demonstrate how digital systems developed within CEFTA are reducing paperwork, accelerating customs clearance, and improving coordination between administrations.

By walking through a realistic end-to-end trade scenario, the panel will illustrate the complexities businesses currently face and how initiatives like SEED+ (Systematic Electronic Exchange of Data Plus) are helping them to overcome these hurdles. This concrete approach will appeal not only to technical experts but also to a broader policy audience by bringing abstract trade reforms to life in an accessible way.


15:15-16:15	Change through Synergy - Partners in Support of Reforms

This session will bring together development partners to discuss how to implement needed policy and institutional changes in the region through better synergy and coordination.  The panel’s aim is to identify ways multiple donors and programs can work in concert, ensuring that external assistance is aligned with priorities and that reforms are implemented effectively on the ground. The discussion will highlight concrete examples of donor coordination improving outcomes by avoiding overlap and by pooling. The session will also demonstrate how coordinated support contributes to CEFTA’s broader goals of EU convergence and sustainable economic growth.


16:15-17:00	Services, Skills, and the Digital Marketplace - Toward a Frictionless Regional Market in CEFTA

This forward-looking panel will address the next phase of CEFTA integration: enabling the free movement of services and skilled professionals and developing a digital marketplace where businesses and consumers can trade across CEFTA seamlessly. Discussions will focus on the recognition of professional qualifications and licences, digital regulations for e-commerce and consumer protection, and the facilitation of both in-person and online service provision. The panel will highlight how these efforts can unlock new economic opportunities, foster innovation, and bring CEFTA closer to the functioning of the EU Single Market. By addressing digital transformation and the mobility of skills, this session will show how CEFTA’s reforms directly improve the daily lives of companies, entrepreneurs and consumers across the region.
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